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ABSTRACT Although many in South Africa have access to low cost housing from the government, persistent
housing problems continue to take center stage among the poor and needy in the country. This paper examines the
housing problems in the housing programs in South Africa through a literature review. Findings show that most of
the housing problems are caused by corruption and mismanagement while some are due to small housing structures,
whereas others are due to the poor housing material, and others are caused by poor location of housing projects,
with others resulting from lack of involvement of stakeholders and beneficiaries in the housing projects. Also,
factors such as urbanization, unemployment as well as renting and selling of houses by the housing beneficiaries
contribute to the housing problems. Researchers recommend program monitoring and evaluation for restrengthening
and reorganizing of the housing programs among other things.
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